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NOES—179
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NOT VOTING—3

Meehan Schiff Yates

b 1800

The Clerk announced the following
pair:

On this vote:
Mr. Schiff for, with Mr. Yates against.

Mr. SHERMAN changed his vote
from ‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’

So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PROVID-
ING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2016, MILITARY CONSTRUC-
TION APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 1998

Mrs. MYRICK, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 105–156) on the resolution (H.
Res. 178) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 2016) making appropria-
tions for military construction, family
housing, and base realignment and clo-
sure for the Department of Defense for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
1998, and for other purposes, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

f

PERMISSION FOR COMMITTEE ON
APPROPRIATIONS TO HAVE
UNTIL MIDNIGHT TUESDAY,
JULY 1, 1997, TO FILE REPORT ON
BILL MAKING APPROPRIATIONS
FOR DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR
AND RELATED AGENCIES, FIS-
CAL YEAR 1998

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Appropriations may have until
midnight Tuesday, July 1, 1997, to file

a privileged report on a bill making ap-
propriations for the Department of the
Interior and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 1998,
and for other purposes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. All

points of order are reserved on the bill.
f

SUNDRY MESSAGES FROM THE
PRESIDENT

Sundry messages in writing from the
President of the United States were
communicated to the House by Mr.
Sherman Williams, one of his secretar-
ies.

f

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF CON-
GRESS RELATING TO ELECTIONS
IN ALBANIA SCHEDULED FOR
JUNE 29, 1997
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on International Relations be dis-
charged from further consideration of
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
105) expressing the sense of the Con-
gress relating to the elections in Alba-
nia scheduled for June 29, 1997, and ask
for its immediate consideration in the
House.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

Mr. TRAFICANT. Reserving the
right to object, Mr. Speaker, I do not
plan to object, but I would like to yield
now to the distinguished chairman for
an explanation.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. TRAFICANT. I yield to the gen-
tleman from New York.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

At this time, Mr. Speaker, as Alba-
nian democracy is at a crossroads, our
thoughts and prayers are with the peo-
ple of Albania struggling to safeguard
the progress they have made toward
democracy and a market-based econ-
omy.

The Albanian people have suffered
enormous hardships throughout this
century. We have always been hopeful
that, having expelled their former
Communist overlords, the way would
be open for Albania’s citizens to enjoy
the true benefits of economic and polit-
ical progress.

The events that unfolded late last
year with the insolvency and the col-
lapse of several major investment
houses came as a deep disappointment.
The violence that erupted earlier this
year was a true shock to most Mem-
bers of the Congress, including myself.
Those forces or individuals who seek to
reap profit or political gain from the
unrest are to be condemned, and they
should have no place in Albania’s fu-
ture.
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Mr. Speaker, it is now time for us to

support Albania and to make certain
that the Albanians can resurrect their
civil society under legitimate govern-
mental authority. A decisive event will
be taking place in the national par-
liamentary elections that were sched-
uled for this Sunday, June 29.

Those elections must be held under
strict conditions that ensure the re-
sults are perceived as a legitimate ex-
pression of the political voices of the
Albanian people. The process must be
open, must be free and fair, so all polit-
ical viewpoints have the opportunity to
be heard, and the Albanian people can
exercise their own judgment as to
which political choices they need to
make.

Whatever the outcome, as long as the
election meets these standards, the
parties in Albania must respect the re-
sults. A large number of international
election monitors will be present, and I
trust that they will be able to report
favorably on the elections.

Mr. Speaker, we have a duty to con-
tinue to give all practical support to
the Albanian people, who have dem-
onstrated their good will toward our
people and toward our own Govern-
ment.

Accordingly, I urge our Members to
unanimously support this important
resolution. Our Committee on Inter-
national Relations considered it just
yesterday, and adopted a resolution
asking that it be considered on suspen-
sion, but the leadership, realizing the
time-sensitive nature of this issue, has
been good enough to schedule it under
unanimous-consent procedures.

Finally, I would like to thank the
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HAMIL-
TON] for his cooperation in moving this
resolution to the floor in time to have
this statement recorded prior to the
elections. I also want to thank the gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. TRAFICANT], the
sponsor of this resolution, for his ef-
forts on this behalf, and more broadly,
for his efforts on behalf of the Albanian
democracy and the Albanian people.

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, I
want to thank the chairman. I thank
all for giving this opportunity.

In March 1991, Albania held free elec-
tions for the first time in 45 years. Now
that fragile democracy has been
threatened. The Communists have
threatened not to honor the outcome of
this election unless they themselves
are successful. This resolution states
the United States of America and our
Congress support free and open elec-
tions in Albania, and urges all the par-
ties to respect the decision of the will
of the people in that collective vote.

This would not be possible without
the help of the gentleman from New
York [Mr. GILMAN], and he has cer-
tainly helped the cause of freedom
around the world.

There is one last thing before I close.
Albania could possibly become another
Bosnia. This is an important issue that
we undertake. I urge the Members to
support it.

Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. TRAFICANT. I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from New York.

Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise this
evening simply to concur with the dis-
tinguished chairman of the Committee
on International Relations. We have in
Albania a situation where there is a
nation emerging from a long darkness
into the full-fledged sunshine of democ-
racy. I feel that we in Congress need to
do all that we can to support and en-
courage this nation.

I strongly stand behind the distin-
guished gentleman from Ohio [Mr.
TRAFICANT] and the distinguished
chairman of the Committee on Inter-
national Relations, the gentleman
from New York [Mr. GILMAN].

I thank the gentleman very much for
yielding.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from New York for
her comments.

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, it is
an honor to stand here on behalf of the
movement of freedom and democracy
in Albania. Speaker Pjeter Arbnori has
fought hard and struggled for that op-
portunity. The people of Albania will
have that opportunity.

Mr. Speaker, I support the resolution
and I withdraw my reservation of ob-
jection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
The Clerk read the concurrent reso-

lution, as follows:
H. CON. RES. 105

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of the
Congress that—

(1) the elections in Albania scheduled for
June 29, 1997, should be free and open; and

(2) all political parties of Albania should
honor the results of such elections.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Concurrent Resolution
105, the matter just considered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
f

PERMISSION FOR COMMITTEE ON
BANKING AND FINANCIAL SERV-
ICES TO HAVE UNTIL MIDNIGHT
THURSDAY, JULY 3, 1997, TO FILE
REPORT ON H.R. 10, FINANCIAL
SERVICES COMPETITION ACT OF
1997

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Banking and Financial Services

have until midnight on Thursday, July
3, 1997, to file its report on H.R. 10, the
Financial Services Competition Act of
1997.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
f

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. FAZIO of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. FAZIO of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in order to yield to the major-
ity to learn about next week’s sched-
ule, or I should say the week after
next’s legislative program.

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. FAZIO of California. I yield to
the gentleman from Illinois.

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to announce that we have com-
pleted our legislative business for the
week. With the passage of the Balanced
Budget Act and the Taxpayer Relief
Act this week we have made an impor-
tant first step in our fight against wel-
fare spending and for lower taxes. This
bill just passed brings American fami-
lies the first tax cut in 16 years.

With that today, we begin the Fourth
of July district work period; and al-
though the majority whip will distrib-
ute an official schedule next week, I
would now like to outline some of the
major legislation the House will be
considering upon our return.

The House will reconvene on Tues-
day, July 8, at 12:30 p.m. for morning
hour and 2 p.m. for legislative business.
We will postpone any recorded votes
until 5 p.m. on Tuesday so our col-
leagues from the west coast can have
time to get back to Washington.

On Tuesday the House will take up
H.R. 849, a corrections day bill to pro-
hibit illegal aliens from receiving relo-
cation assistance; a number of suspen-
sions, a list of which will be distributed
next week; and the Military Construc-
tion Appropriations Act, which will be
subject to a rule.

On Wednesday, July 9, and Thursday,
July 10, the House will meet at 10 a.m.,
and on Friday, July 11, the House will
meet at 9 a.m. to take up the Intel-
ligence Authorization Act and the Inte-
rior appropriations bill. We will finish
legislative business by 2 p.m. on Fri-
day, July 11.

I wish everyone a wonderful Inde-
pendence Day, and I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding time to me.

Mr. FAZIO of California. Reclaiming
my time, Mr. Speaker, I simply have
two questions. That would go to the
Friday, July 11, schedule.

Is the gentleman really seriously ex-
pecting votes that day, or is that a pos-
sibility for eventual termination that
might somehow go away during the
week?

Mr. HASTERT. We have planned a
full schedule with appropriations bills
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